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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

The first Meeting of the Twenty-second Session will be 
held, by kind permission of Mr. W. C. Plant, at ihe Shoreditch 
Central Library, Pitfield Street, Hoxton, N., on Véetinesday, 
1ith October, at 7.30 p.m., when a discussion cn ‘‘ Ourselves 
and Our Affairs ’’ will be opened by the Honorary Secreviary. 

Whilst fully aware that attendances at meetings in these days must be 
much smaller than in normal times, the Council is of opin‘'oa thai it is still 
possible for a sufficient number of members and friends of the Association 
to meet together on any given date to make the arrangement of such meet- 
ings well worth while. ‘The above announcement is mace, thercfore,, not 
without confidence, and it is hoped that this confidence wil! prove to have 
been justified. The proceedings will be quite informal, aud it is proposed 
that the meetings shall as far as possible take on the natuce of round-table 
conferences at which every-day problems of library administration may be 
debated without the hindrance of convention which frequeni!y prevents some 
from seeking the assistance our meetings are intended to provide. The 
Council appeals to all enthusiastic library workers to support this effort, feel- 
ing sure that useful work can in this way be accomplished, and urging 
the necessity for making the best of our present opportunities for prepar- 
ing for the future. 


EDITORIAL. 

Officers of the Association and Military Scrvice.—\We re- 
joice to know that for the present at any rate, the Association 
wiil retain the services of two of its important officers. TheHonor- 
ary Secretary has to be re-examined in October, but, meanwhile, 
he has been granted exemption until January. The Honorary 
Treasurer has been granted conditional exemption on account 
of his services as a Special Constable. 


Mr. P. Evans Lewin’s New Work.—We ought long ago 
to have congratulated Mr. P. Evans Lewin, librarian of the 
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Royal Colonial Institute, and a Fellow of our Association, on 
the well-deserved popularity of his book entitled ‘‘ The Germans 
and Africa.’’ We hasten to repair the omission, and to add 
our best wishes for the even greater success of his new work, 
‘The German Road to the East,’’ which deals with 
German policy in the Near and Middle East. Chapters deal 
with German interests in Turkey, Asia Minor, Mesopotamia, 
and the Persian Gulf, especially in connection with the construc- 
tion of the Bagdad Railway; with Pan-Germanism in Austria- 
Hungary, Poland, Russia, and the various Balkan States; with 
the beginning’s of this movement; with the Russo-Turkish War 
of 1877-8; and with the Berlin Conference which set the coping- 
stone upon German policy in the East. Mr. Lewin points out 
that the main cause of the present War is to be found in Ger- 
many’s Eastern policy. 

Advertisements of Professional Vacancies.—It may be use- 
ful to our readers to know that although the Athenaeum is now 
issued monthly, it will remain the recognized medium for 
advertisements of professional vacancies. The publishers have 
agreed to insert them also in Notes and Queries (weekly) free 
of charge, ‘‘ such advertisements being inserted in the 
Athenaeum, Notes and Queries, or both, 2s convenience of date 
may determine.”’ 


institut Internationale de Bibliographie.—Those members 
and friends who took part in the first International Easter School 
will be glad to learn that no material damage has been done to 
the valuable collection of records housed in the Brussels Institute. 
Work there is, of course, practically at a standstill, but a meet- 
ing of the officers was held in Paris some months ago to dis- 
cuss the possible effects of the War on the work of the Institute 
and on the affiliated Bibliographical Institutes. We sincerely 
hope that the time is not very far distant when M. Otlet will 
be able to resume his important work. 


Library Association Examinations.—We much regret that 
owing to the curtailment in the size of our Journal it has been 
impossible this year to publish the Pass Lists in connection with 
the Library Association’s Examinations held in May. Neverthe- 
less, we heartily congratulate those of our members who were 
successful in them. It may interest our readers to learn that the 
President, Mr. James Ross, passed in Section 2, Bibliography, 
‘with merit.’”’ In our advertisement columns appears an 
announcement regarding the Correspondence Classes which the 
Association proposes to hold during the winter. The closing 
date for entries is given as 30th September, but this is the 
earliest announcement that we have been in a position to make. 
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We suggest that those who contemplate taking any of the 
courses should send in their names immediately with an ex- 
planation of the reason for not having sent them earlier. 


Mr. H. C. Sureties.—It is some time since we had news of 
Mr. Sureties’ progress, but we have recently seen a letter from 
which we gather that, on the whole, his condition has con- 
siderably improved since we wrote last. He says, in fact, ‘‘ I 
am continuing to improve, but too slowly to please me.’’ He is 
now able to move about the house a little, and even hopes to 
get away for a change before the cold weather sets in. We 
all sincerely trust that this progress will be maintained, and 
that we may soon have Mr. Sureties with us again. 


Our Roll of Honour.—For the second time in succession our 
Roll contains the sad news of the death in action of members of 
the profession. On behalf of the Association we avail ourselves 
of the present opportunity of tendering to the relatives and 
friends of these fallen heroes our deepest sympathy, combined 
with an expression of pride that it has been our privilege to 
number such men among our friends and colleagues. Each of 
the men whose deaths are recorded filled a responsible position, 
were men of great promise, and would, we feel sure, have done 
well in the profession of their choice. 

The Honorary Secretary and the L.A. Education Com- 
mittee.—In the L.A. Annual Report just published, it is recorded 
that Mr. Thorne was summoned to two meetings of the Educa- 
tion Committee, but attended neither. Mr. Thorne wishes us to 
say that he attended one meeting of this Committee. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Berwick Sayers.—On behalf of the 
Association we heartily congratulate Mr. and Mrs. Sayers upon 
the birth of a son on 6th September. 


THE JUVENILE DEPARTMENT.* 


By MizpaH GILBert, Borough Librarian, Newark-upon-Trent. 


This paper is really a series of questions. I have already 
answered them myself to my own dis-satisfaction, and with the 
object that you may discuss them I venture to place these in- 
terrogations before you. I do not propose to enter fully into 
the details of the juvenile library as it exists to-day. It usually 
consists of a department containing a collection of books which 
children may borrow; and a reading-room which is equipped 





* A paper read before the L.A., and the L.A.A., at Caxton Hall, on 
Wednesday, 17th May, 1916. 
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with suitable periodicals and some reference books. Occasion- 
ally a printed or manuscript catalogue is provided. In most 
libraries a department similar to this begins and ends the 
arrangements made for the children who may be classed as public 
library borrowers. It is not an unusual occurrence to find the 
reading-room almost empty ; it is quite a usual thing to see chil- 
dren using the room only for looking at the juvenile periodicals. 
Rarely is it used by the children for study or reference. 

Now I come to the first of my questions :—Has the juvenile 
department achieved what librarians thought it would achieve ? 
just as Raikes believed that the institution of the Sunday 
School would Christianise all future generations of scholars, 
so librarians, who were also idealists, thought that the juvenile 
library would instil a love of literature into juvenile borrowers. 
Has this belief been justified? Juvenile libraries have been 
established for over fifteen years; so that many of our present 
readers were borrowers in their childhood. I know people can- 
not be made literary any more than they may be made religious, 
but are these readers more intelligent readers than their parents 
who had not their advantage? Because of the juvenile library 
have these borrowers learned why to read, what to read, and 
how to read? Has its use inculcated in them a desire for the 
best literature and helped to form their taste? If not—why not ? 

Do children appreciate the Juvenile Department as_ they 
ought to appreciate it? If not—who is to blame? Do we, as 
librarians, help them to a correct estimate of the privilege of 
obtaining books? Or do we make it too easy for them? The 
advantages of a library are accepted by the child as an ordinary 
occurrence, often to be misused. Tommy Jones becomes a bor- 
rower, not because Tommy has any literary desires, but be- 
cause Willie Brown has a library book. As a very natural con- 
sequence, Tommy prefers using the volume as a missile to 
reading it, and when tired of the novelty returns his book, 
usually with a fine to pay, cheerfully giving the information 
that he does not want ‘‘ any more libraries.’’ The trouble of 
registering him as a borrower, with the expense entailed is 
wasted. Only children who have a sincere desire to read should 
be accepted as borrowers. That there should be an age limit 
goes without saying. This is necessary in order to avoid en- 
rolling children who, as they frankly explain, ‘‘ only want to look 
at the pictures ’’; and guarantees also that the child borrowers 
shall be old enough to realize their responsibilities as _bor- 
rowers ; that is, to take care of the books. I suggest that this 
age limit should be ten years. Of course, if a child of nine 
years is capable of reading, the question of his admittance should 
be left to the discretion of the assistant. 
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Is it always the child’s fault that he does not appreciate the 
library as he should? Does he expect and is subsequently 
disappointed? Do we help him to realize that the library is 
not only a place of amusement but an unfailing storehouse, where 
he may find help in his school work and obtain it? Too often 
a child asks for information, and through the indifference or 
ignorance of the assistant to whom he appeals he fails to get 
the knowledge for which he appeals. No effort is made 
to give the help desired. For example, a boy asks if the 
library possesses a book dealing with the Forth Bridge. It is 
quite likely that the juvenile collection has not a special book 
dealing with the subject; it is, unfortunately, equally likely that 
the assistant will not think to suggest such books as ‘‘Triumphs 
of Engineering ’’ or ‘‘ The Children’s Encyclopedia.’’ No real 
aid is given. Doubtless the library contains exactly what the 
child wants, and in such a case lies the value of a sympathetic 
and well-read assistant. 

Many libraries rely on their catalogues to supply all neces- 
sary help. I appreciate a good catalogue so much that I hesi- 
tate to deprecate any work done in this direction, especially for 
children. The catalogue of the juvenile libraries of Finsbury 
is an excellent example of what a catalogue should be. It is 
divided into two parts: the first entitled ‘‘ A fictional author list ; 
and the second ‘‘ A classified subject list.’’ It contains a key 
to the classification and an exhaustive subject index. The 
Poplar Libraries juvenile catalogue is clearly and simply 
arranged, as is also that of the Stepney Libraries. From my own 
experience I have found that a manuscript catalogue of the sheaf 
variety is of much use. In two sections, one for classes, with 
a subject index, one for fiction in alphabetical arrangement by 
authors’ names, and titles of books. But the provision of a 
catalogue is not sufficient; it is necessary to instruct the chil- 
dren in its use, as is done in America. Juvenile borrowers often 
resemble a woman who once asked me to show her a dictionary. 
Turning over the leaves of the volume, and looking puzzled, at 
length she returned it to me. ‘‘ This isn’t a dictionary,’’ she 
asserted. ‘‘ What do you want to find out? ’’ I asked. She re- 
plied, ‘‘ I want to know the number of a house in the Old Kent 
Road! ”’ 

To me it is a humiliating fact that the average elementary 
school children—our borrowers—know practically nothing of 
English literature and are ignorant of the elements of language. 
They may be able to repeat a few stanzas of Scott or Macaulay, 
or even Browning, but the beauty of the words, the thought of 
the poet are unknown to them. I don’t think the blame should 
rest altogether with the school teacher: we are the gate- 
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keepers of the public magic garden. What are we doing to 
show the children how delectable a garden it is? Professor 
Forster in a paper read before the Library Association said, 
‘** The heart of education in England must be the English lan- 
guage and literature.’? The professor’s opinion is an uncon- 
scious indictment. The ignorance and indifference of the past 
and present juvenile borrowers are a reproach to us. You will 
say, ‘‘ We have juvenile lectures.’” So we have. And for cer- 
tain libraries much praise is deserved. At Croydon during 
1913-15 were given some exceilent lectures, particularly those 
dealing with literature. For example, those on ‘‘ Pepys and 
his diary,’’ ‘‘ Some stories from Browning,’’ ‘‘ An hour with 
Tennyson,’’ and the splendid series held at the Walton and 
Fazakerley Library, Liverpool, including ‘‘ Ballad Poetry,’’ 
‘* Folk and fairy lore,’’ ‘‘ R. L. Stevenson,’’ ‘‘ The Study of 
words,’’ etc., are just what should be arranged. The fault I have 
to find with these is that the subjects are not consecutive. No 
ultimate aim is apparent. The lectures are ‘‘samples,’’ ‘‘scraps,’’ 
** tit-bits.’”’ The youthful hearers learn a little bit about Tenny- 
son, or Browning, or Stevenson, which, because it is not fol- 
lowed up they promptly forget. No whole-hearted attempt is 
made to inculcate in the children a deep and lasting love for any 
one of these men and a desire to know his work. And yet, how 
much could be done! With so virgin a soil the harvest would be 
a hundredfold. 

I am honestly of the opinion that the fetish of high issues 
blocks much good work. Too often the modern librarian’s ideal 
is that of the ha’penny newspaper—to catch the many. High 
issues is his object! ‘‘ That’s villainous and shows a most pitiful 
ambition in the fool that uses it! ’’ The best books we neither 
teach children to read nor to understand. We are unanimous 
that the juvenile department should be a large factor in modern 
educational work, and we provide literature on all possible sub- 
jects. Of course, few books, if any, that are difficult to read; 
everything must be potted. ‘‘ Astronomy in a nut-shell ’’ type. 
As a result, we encourage the children to become mentally in- 
dolent ; to skip books rather than to study them; so that when 
past their childhood they prefer ‘‘ Tit-bits ’’ to the ‘‘ Descent of 
man,’’ and Garvice’s novel to Meredith’s. Are we not contri- 
buting to the ranks of the ‘‘ half-baked ’’; that serious indict- 
ment brought against the modern young man and woman? 
From an article recently published on this subject I quote the 
following :—+‘‘ Children started right will find the mediocre book 
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OUR BINDING for Public Libraries is acknowledged to be 
the best. 


OUR METHOD is NOT one of uniformity of treatment. 


OUR PROCESS for strengthening the broken folds of sections 


is the latest and improved style without over~ 
sewing. 


OUR WORK AND MATERIALS are essentially 
the best. 


THE BEDFORD BINDERY, 


19,CRAWFORD PLACE, a ROAD 
LONDON, W. 


BOOKS 


Over 1,000,000 volumes in Stock. SECOND HAND at HALF PRICES. New at 
Discount Prices. Catulogue No. 943 Free. State Wants. 


Library Replacements a Speciality. We devote a Special Department for Fiction and 
have thousands of Volumes in strictly classified order. Send us your List. Special 
Terms to Libraries. Books sent on  eggreuel, BOOKS BOUGHT. 


W. & G. FOYLE, ; 121 - ~ 123, , Charing Cross Road 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


Correspondence Classes will commence in October in Section III. (Classi- 
fication), conducted by Mr. H. A. Sharp, Public Library, Croydon; Section IV. 
(Cataloguing), by Miss E. S. Fegan, M.A., Librarian, Ladies’ College, Chel- 
tenham; Section V. (Library Foundation and Equipment), by Mr. G. E. 
Roebuck, Librarian, Public Library, Walthamstow; Section VI. (Library 
Routine), by Mr. W. S. C. Rae, Librarian, Public Libraries, Fulham. Fee, 
10s. for each section, 15s. for students abroad. The last date of entry, 30th 
September. Full particulars on application to Ernest A. Baker, M.A., D.Lit., 
Hon. Sec., Education Committee, Caxton Hall, Westminster, S.W. 
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FOR SALE. 


Liprary AssociaTION RecorD. Vols. 8-12, 1906-10 (Half 


morocco) . 


LiprarRy WorLD. Vols. 1-15, 1898-1913 (publisher’s cloth except 
vol. 1). 


Liprary AssIsTANT. Vols. 3-10, 1901-13 (cloth). 


The above are from the Library of the late Mr. H. T. Coutts. 
Offers may be sent to Mr. William McGill, West Library, Thorn- 
hill Square, London, N. 
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First Meeting of the TWENTY-SECOND 
SESSION 


BE HELD IN THE 


Shoreditch Central Library, 


PITFIELD STREET, HOXTON, N., 


On WEDNESDAY, 11th OCTOBER, 1916, 


At 7.30 p.m. 








SUBJECT: 


Ourselves and Our #ffairs 


OPENER: 


Mr. W. BENSON THORNE 


Henorary Secretary. 








** T hold every man a debtor to his profession, 
from the which, as men do of course seek to 
receive countenance and profit, so ought they 
of duty to endeavour themselves by way of 
amends to be a help and an ornament there- 
unto.’’—Francis Bacon, Baron VERULAM. 


ARE YOU HELPING? 





The Library Assistants’ Association 


has done much good work for its Members and _ for 
LIBRARIANSHIP GENERALLY in the past. It has 
stimulated individual effort towards increased efficiency; it has 
always urged the further development of the Public Library 
Movement; it has stood for better conditions and _ has 
claimed a STANDING FOR THE PROFESSION. At the 
moment the Association is extending its influences and work, and 
needs the support and co-operation of all who are qualified for 
Membership ; difficult problems lie ahead which can only be faced 
effectually by a strong Association. 


YOU CAN DO SOMETHING. 


You can quicken interest in your own vicinity. You can get 
new Members, or secure subscribers to ‘‘ THE LIBRARY 
ASSISTANT.”’ Perhaps you can obtain advertisements for ‘* The 
Library Assistant.”’ 


WILL YOU TRY TO DO SOMETHING 


for your Association? And will you try now? Remember that the 
L.A.A. was established TWENTY-ONE YEARS AGO, and holds 
a recognized position. It is no new venture with its way to make. 

Any information you may need will be gladly supplied by the 
Hon. Secretary, BROMLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY, BRUNSWICK 
ROAD, POPLAR, LONDON, E. 
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too insipid. Don’t choose a book of ‘ no particular harm,’ but 
one of ‘some particular good.’ And in selecting children’s 
books look for and insist on breadth of interest, variety of ex- 
perience, a rich vocabulary, high and pure ideals and imagina- 
tion.”’ 

Mr. Ballinger has said, ‘‘ To teach a child to read is to put 
within its reach a power potent for evil or for good. To direct 
that power wisely is a great duty.’’ Does not that duty belong 
to the public librarian—just because he or she is a Public 
librarian? To help to form the basis of the literary knowledge 
of the children who borrow from the public library; and so to 
guide their choice of books that they may realize the richness of 
the English literature, its incomparable beauty and _ variety. 
Why should not librarians instruct juvenile readers that these 
may know why “‘ Robinson Crusoe ”’ is a classic and ‘‘The Dingo 
Boys ’’ is not? Why Keats is of the immortals and G. R. Sims 
is not? It can be done. To a class of girls I recently gave a 
short course of talks on the work of Herrick and Keats. Not 
a subject likely to appeal to girls, perhaps you think? Yet 
they showed appreciation; and—to judge from their attention 
and some subsequent letters—their interest was aroused and 
they began to take an intelligent pleasure in poetry and enjoy it 
for its own sake. To form the literary tastes of adults is almost 
impossible ; but to initiate a child into a knowledge of literature 
is the duty of a librarian and a duty that is also a privilege. 

There are many ways of doing this. First and foremost 
there ought to be co-ordination between the work in the school 
and the work in the library. The one should be a concomitant 
of the other. I know there are difficulties in the way, but it is 
up to the enterprising and conscientious librarian to overcome 
them. I am confident that there are great possibilities for the 
future of juvenile libraries, and venture to place the following 
suggestions before you for your consideration. 

1. Endeavour to persuade the municipal authorities that 
the school and the public library juvenile collections should be 
in one. Where the education and public library committees are 
composed of the same persons this should be possible. 

2. Form a special committee composed of the librarian 
and his chief assistants with the principal teachers of the dis- 
trict. If juvenile library work is to secure the best results the 
co-operation of all the persons who work for the education of 
the children must be obtained. The library will not only be 
recognized officially by the teachers as the place where children 
may receive all the help they require for their work, but both 
the person who suggests an idea and the one who carries it out 
will be interested in its fulfilment. 
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3. See that the collection of books contains only the best 
literature. Condemn abridged copies as one theoretically con- 
demns sin. No Scott’s romances desecrated by the abridging 
hand of Crockett, for example. No pseudo-scientific, or canting, 
or false historical romances. These are abominations. 

4. Make an integral part of the juvenile library work 
courses of graduated lectures on the English language and liter- 
ature. Interest children in tales but make them realize the 
splendour of their word-clothing. Try to make them under- 
stand the beauty of language. For instance, ‘‘ The passing of 
Arthur,’’ Herrick’s ‘‘ Daffodils,’? Arnold’s ‘‘ Forsaken Mer- 
man,’’ and a thousand other things. What possibilities the child- 
hood of Dickens as revealed by his novels holds for a course of 
juvenile 'ectures. 

5. Always have a fully competent and sympathetic assist- 
ant in charge of the juvenile department. Results will justify 
this seeming extravagance. 

6. Follow up the children when they leave school by work- 
ing in co-operation with the evening schools. Neglect nothing 
that may help to forward the literary education of the ex-juvenile 
borrower. Many teachers will need trepanning before they can 
grasp the possibilities of a close connection between the school 
and the public library; but once the average ones realize that 
this co-ordination is to their advantage their help will be forth- 
coming. There is much fallow ground in the evening schools. 
Supply application vouchers ; lists of the best books on all sub- 
jects ; endeavour to keep the library lecture notices prominently 
displayed. And a hundred other things that will suggest them- 
selves to the enterprising librarian. 

I hope I have not been talking platitudes to you. A certain 
amount of recent experience has made me feel rather strongly 
on the issues dealt with in this paper. Anyway, vou will agree 
that the influence and usefulness of the juvenile department are 
only limited by the imagination and initiative of the librarians. 


L.A.A. ROLL OF HONOUR (continued). 


Bury: *J. H. SHaw (Grenadier Guards). 
Gainsborough: J. W. Lampert (R.G.A.). 


Leyton: *J. D. Perry (Lance-Cpl., 2/5 Bedfordshire Regiment) ; 
*H. G. STEeve (R.A.M.C.). 
Lincoln: *A. Situ ( ). 


Mr. Smith enlisted over a year ago, but we have only just received 
notice of the fact. We should like to know Mr. Smith’s Regiment.—Ed. 


* Member, L.A.A. 
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KILLED IN ACTION. 


Samuel Bacon.—We have to record the death of Gunner Samuel Bacon 
(R.G.A.), first assistant librarian, Stepney Public Libraries, who was killed 
in action in France on 29th July. Mr. Bacon was born in 1887, joined the 
staff of the Stepney Libraries in June, 1901, and eventually attained the rank 
mentioned above. He was a keen student, the possessor of five of the L.A. 
certificates, and at the outbreak of the War he was reading with a view 
to graduating at the London University. It is interesting to record that in 
June, 1914, Mr. Bacon was awarded a certificate and a sum of money by 
the Royal Humane Society for saving a boy from drowning. In a lengthy 
appreciation, ‘* The East London Advertiser’? says: ‘* His modest, 
courteous, and genial personality, helpful advice and practical assistance will 
be missed by a large number of persons who use our local group of public 
libraries.’’ Our deepest sympathy goes out to the wife to whom Mr. Bacon 
was married last Easter.”’ 

*Eric A. Peppiette.—It is with deep regret that we record the death 
of Lance-Corporal Eric A. Peppiette, 10th (Scottish) Battalion, King’s 
Liverpool Regiment, Assistant Librarian, University Library, Liverpool, 
who was killed in action on the Somme on August 16th. 

A keen stucent, with a distinguished examination record, which in- 
cluded several Library Association certificates, Mr. Peppiette was acknow- 
ledged to be one of the best informed young Librarians in the country. 
He was a ready writer on various subjects, and a frequent contributor to 
the professional journals. 

Throughout his professional career Mr. Peppiette was a zealous sup- 
porter of the work of the Library Assistants’ Association. The formation 
of the North-Western Branch, which he represented on the Council of the 
Association, owed not a little to his initiative and enthusiasm, and in con- 
nection with the Midland Branch he rendered equally good service. A 
fluent speaker, he never failed to enliven the meetings of the Association by 
his witty and sane remarks. 

Private Blundell, who was wounded in the same battle, writes : ‘* Lance- 
Corporal Peppiette was my section commander. We were all fond of him. 
He was an absolute hero that morning, cheering us all up as we came along. 
He would take no notice of shells.”’ 

His many friends mourn, with the present writer, the loss of a singu- 
larly attractive personality, and the L.A.A., and the profession generally, 
one of its most gifted and popular members. 

Prior to his appointment to Liverpool University Library Mr. Peppiette 
was attached to the staff of the University of Birmingham. He was 24 
years of age, and had recently been offered a Commission. J.R. 

On the motion of the President, Mr. James Ross, seconded by Mr. 
Hugh Smith, the following resolution was passed at a Meeting of the Council 
held on Wednesday, 13th September, 1916, and has been submitted to the 
parents of the late Lance-Corporal Eric Peppiette :— 

‘* This Meeting of the Council of the Library Assistants’ Association 
hears with sorrow and pride of the heroic death of one of its Members— 


ERIC PEPPIETTE— 


who was killed on the battlefield in France, and tenders to his bereaved 


parents an expression of its sincerest sympathy with them in their irreparable 
loss.”’ 


*Hugh Stevenson.—Second Lieutenant Hugh Stevenson, Sub-Librarian 
of Bournemouth since June, 1905, fell in action on the 10th September. 


*Member L.A.A. 
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Stevenson was the younger son of the Bournemouth Corporation Head 
Gardener, and he entered the Bournemouth Public Libraries on leaving 
school in April, 1898. From Junior Assistant, he worked through the 
various stages of the staff until he succeeded Mr. W. G. Wilding—now 
Sub-Librarian of Finsbury—as Sub-Librarian. Stevenson was a member of 
the Association for about ten years, but his interests and activities were 
practically confined to the excellent system of libraries in his native town. 
He was a strong, vigorous character, and the possessor of an engaging per- 
sonality, and was perhaps more given to outdoor than to sedentary pursuits. 
A few months after the outbreak of war he became a Private in the Lon- 
«ion Scottish regiment, and a little later received his commission in the 
Hackney Rifles. We have no particulars of the circumstances in which he 
died, but from our knowledge of his character we know that his manner 
‘of meeting death would be an honour to himself and to his country. Little 
more than a year ago he was married to Miss Norah Whittingham, the 
daughter of a well-known Bournemouth family. His death will be mourned 
by a large number of professional friends, among whom may be mentioned 
Messrs. J. Faraday (Hornsey), W. G. Fry (Manchester), W. J. Harris 
(Islington), A. J. Hawkes (National Library of Wales), Edgar Osborne 
(Sheffield), W. C. Berwick Sayers (Croydon), and W. G. Wilding (Finsbury), 
all old Bournemouth assistants. In conclusion, we may be pardoned for 
saying that we think it doubtful whether any library of a similar size can 
‘show such a record as Bournemouth for men who have made their way in 
the profession. 


*H. W. Checketts.—As we go to press the sad news reaches us of the 
death in action of Mr. H. W. Checketts, of the Birmingham Public Libraries. 
Mr. Checketts was a member of the L.A.A. Council, and was the first 
provincial Vice-President of the Association. We have no details of his 
death to hand at the moment of writing, but we propose to publish an 
appreciation in our next issue. 


WOUNDED. 


*Frank Haigh (Hallifax).—We regret to learn that Private Haigh (West 
Yorkshire Regiment) was wounded in the shoulder by shrapnel a few weeks 
ago, and is now in hospital at Keighley. This is the second time that he 
has been wounded. We sincerely wish him a speedy recovery. 





MR. W. A. PEPLOW. 


Our readers will be glad to hear that Mr. W. A. Peplow, F.L.A., 
dibrarian of Wood Green, has just recovered from a_ very seri- 
ous attack of Gastritis. Although offered a certificate of exemp- 
tion, Mr. Peplow preferred to join up last May. After serving 
for seven weeks in the R.F.A., he was attached to the 4th Queen's and 
transferred to Crowborough, where his illness was brought on as the re- 
sult of a strain. He was removed to a hospital in Brighton, and lay in a 
critical condition for five weeks, after which he was sent to a convalescent 
home at Worthing for four weeks. He has now rejoined his unit, but at the 
moment of writing it is extremely doubtful whether the medical board will 
again pass him as fit for general service. On behalf of the Association we 
wish Mr. Peplow a speedy and complete recovery. 


* Member, L.A.A. 
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PROCEEDINGS. 


NORTH-WESTERN BRANCH. 
AnnuaL Report, 1915-1916. 


The Committee has pleasure in presenting its second Annual Report on 
the work of the Branch. 


MEMBERSHIP. 


The total membership of the Branch is now 74, comprising 6 Fellows, 
29 Members, and 39 Associates—an increase of four compared with the pre- 
vious year’s figures. 

It is with considerable pride that the Committee is able to state that, 
in common with the other Branches of the L.A.A., the eligible male mem- 
bers of the North-Western Branch have loyally responded to the country’s 
call, and that no less than twenty are known to be on active service. 


MEETINGS. 


Unfortunately it has not been possible to arrange many meetings during 
the year owing to the difficulty experienced in obtaining permission to visit 
Libraries when staffs are so much depleted. However, following the Annual 
Meeting held at Darwen last September, successful and interesting meetings 
have been held as below: 


Dec. 22, 1915.—CHORLTON-CUM-HARDY LIBRARY, MANCHESTER. 


Papers: ‘* University Libraries and their arrangement,’’ by Thomas 
A. Barnett. 


‘* Literary Associations of Manchester,’’ by W. George Fry. 
Sept. 27, 1916.—BLACKBURN PUBLIC LIBRARY. 
Paper : ‘** George Meredith,’’ by Harry Fostall. 


FINANCE. 


Notwithstanding a diminished income, due to the election of Honorary 
Members during the period of the war, the Branch’s finances are in a 
thoroughly satisfactory condition. The total receipts amounted to £6 Is. 6d., 
and expenditure £5 9s. 6d., leaving a balance in hand of 12s. The Hon. 
Treasurer desires to emphasize the importance of members remitting their 
subscriptions promptly. In this way they will considerably facilitate his 
work and help the Association. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


The thanks of the Committee are due to those members who have kindly 
contributed papers to the meetings of the Branch, and to the following 
Librarians for kind permission to visit their Libraries : 

C. W. Sutton, Esq., M.A., F.L.A., Manchester. 
Richard Ashton, Esq., F.L.A., Blackburn. 


L.A.A. PRESIDENT. 


The Committee noted with much satisfaction the election of its Hon. 
Secretary—-Mr. James Ross—to the highest office in the Association—viz., 
President for 1916-17. This may be regarded not only as a mark of esteem 
for the recipient, but as an official recognition of the efforts of this Branch 
since its formation. 
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OBITUARY. 


It was with deep regret that the Committee received the news of the 
death of Mr. Eric A. Peppiette, who was killed in action on August 16th. 
Mr. Peppiette was one of the most promising and popular young librarians 
in the country, and a most enthusiastic supporter of the L.A.A., throughout 
his professional career. He was a most energetic and valuable member of 
the Committee, and its representative on the Council of the Association. 
His one thought was how best he could serve the Association, and by his 
death the Branch loses a wise counsellor and a loyal and genial colleague 
and friend. 

On behalf of the Committee, 


JAMES HUTT, Hon. President. 
JAMES HINDLE, Chairman. 
JAMES ROSS, Hon. Secretary. 


WEST OF SCOTLAND BRANCH. 


At a special general meeting of the West of Scotland Association of 
Assistant Librarians, held in the Anderston District Library on 20th Septem- 
ber, Mr. W. Jno. Phillips (Govanhill Library, Glasgow) was elected Presi- 
dent, and Mr. Hyman Cohen (Royal Technical College Library, Glasgow) 
was elected Honorary Secretary, Messrs. Robertson (Chairman) and Norrie 
(Secretary) having been called to the colours. A hearty vote of thanks was 
accorded to Messrs. Robertson and Norrie for the capable manner in which 
they have discharged the duties of their respective offices, and the hope was 
expressed that they would return safely to the Branch at an early date. 


AN EAST AFRICAN LIBRARY. 


The following note was contained in a letter from Mr. W. T. Berry*, 
Chief Assistant, St. Bride General Library, and a joint editor of ** Books 
on the Great War.’’ We shall be glad to receive similar notes of professional 
interest from members on active service. 

‘* At Mombasa, I discovered a public library in the native quarter. The 
building was quite a decent affair, consisting of one large room with tables 
displaying many periodicals in Greek, Hindustani, Swahili, and other strange 
languages, which I could not identify. The library consists chiefly of 
African travel and adventure, and a very fair collection of fiction. I noticed 
some in Hindu; but the majority were in English, although the town can 
only boast of 300 English people. 

‘* 1 tried hard to find out something interesting about the institution, 
hoping to be able to supply a paragraph or two, which might possibly be 
acceptable to The Library Assistant in these hard times; but, unfortunately, 
it was near closing time, and the old Indian in charge of the said library 


refused to be interested in me.”’ 





